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BSDITORI:.L NOTES 


Sffective action in recruitment to libr riznship has been taken by the Saskat- 
chewan government in offerings scholarships of $000 each, tenable at McGill or 
foronto Library Schools. This year the scholarships h:ve been awarded to three 
former school teachers fron the province. : 


Librzries obtained some welcome pudlicity in the popular weekly Saturday Evening 
Post, which contained in its July 15 issue, an article on the storyteller for the 
Zoston Public Library, and in its July 20 issue, a story of how the Public Library 
of Fitchburg, Massachussetts brings hone to its public, the resources cnd services 
of a progressive library. | 


Did you notice in the movie "Spellbound” how the hotel detective labelled Ingrid 
Bergman, as looking like a libraricn or a teacher? Oh, that all librarians looked 
Like Ingrid Bergman’ 


The Halifcx Mail, comnenting on the deperturs of Miss Marion Gilroy. scys 

‘n part); ™ The librery situation here is nothing less than disgreceful... 

' >...iscion has been mede in the lew for the development of libraries in this part 
-- Janmada, but it will tee morc than < statute to improve conditions. Both Miss 
sateson and Mies Gilrov wire enthusicstic :nd sonscientious about turning the law 
into « serviceable reality. One has left, the other is leaving the provincial 
ecrvice. They will be difficult to replace but that should not prevent < determincd 
effort by the province to do so. More than thet ths resignations ehoéulc awaken 
the authorities to the shocking failure to do more than gsssturc »dout bringing the 
Yest in litereture to «= people who todcy h-vs access to and use fex.-r books thin 
“nose in elmost any other part of Canadc. © Tepe r»— 
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The M. Le &: . licmory Picturcs 


by 


Mery Kinley Ingrehim Hon. President M.L.a. 


" Thoughts of a retired librsricn, reminiscenccs of esrlior days st Acadia 
Library. or anything that occurs to you." Such latitucs the Editor gsvc the 
vritsr in « recent lettcr requesting 2 contrivution Thou. hts of 4 retired 
libraricn, if she keeps house. arc cro#dcd vita iduse cboutcsnning. coal, the 
price of eggs --all of these sufficient to croid into ~. corner reminisccnecss 
of = life in libr.rics. of associ. tion ith boots now -na old «na of the scnial 
but scloct comprnionshiv of etudentse vrofcesors libr ri:ns. Ycot, when Memory 
holds ths door from the pret open - tomcat. the picturcs thot «pope ir cre loss of 
the twenty-seven ycars of service in the acadis Library, thin of «= public movenent 
th.t hod its beginnings thers nemcly, ths birth -nd gro:th of the M. L. a. 





The first picture shove 2 “roud of poople gathercod arouna the long t:dle in tho 
Roe.ding Room of the uacadia Librery on © Guy in Febru ry 1916. These vers 
librsriane and others who h:d cssambled «t the c:ll of Presidsnt Cutten to discuss 
the possibility of forming » tfsritime Libr.ry association. ifsmory holds ths i 
door impstivntly, and I h-ve no notcs besids me, but I think the only librszrisns J 
pres.nt tho ars living «nd -ctive mmbcore tod y src Miss V.ughan of Saint John, 
Miss otzrr tt of ‘oodstock, -na the writer of this -rticle. The associ: tion wes 
Org:nizsd, vith sir. EB. J. Loy, founder of the Citivcns'* Library .t .mhurst, the 
firet Presidsit. Enthusiasm <nd good will »:re by no mocns lacking, but there f 
ws littl: clss to sust: in the une rteking. 


‘Por song years cftcrverds +c looked dock to this mectirg ts the beginnings of 
scrrovs. Prusident Lay dicd « fcow months letcr, end our little orgenis-tion vs 
tossing lik. « ship without =~ captrin on “n unchtrtcd ser. Ws cemc to enchor in 
ths cutumn of 1922 «gin «t .ci.die Library, «hcrc xe reorg-aniscd. This sscond 
ttcnpt wes lcd off by inspirins ndarseses «t *» public mesting held in the Baptist 
Church thet cvcninz from ths Ucts archdce-con Vroom the late Supcrintcndsat of i 
Hducetion, Dr. 2. H. Mics, snd the asvely olected Prssident br. ‘. C. Wilner, ‘tho 





“lso n-s cross:3 the Grent Divide. “¢ creftcd - Constitution of sorte. vs . rr-nged 
to néct réeul. rl ‘nd to pv our focs. . Bcc use 1c nesdsd thoec fées so terribly i 
*e "ele med to active monb:rship «lmost :ny ‘no every person tho vould join us. it 
The result wee chaos. WN: tur lly ths xime bee me confused, cna the struggling lay 
‘Librery &ssoci tion w7s used to protote the inteollectu 1 hob>ics of ons or two 

persons. ‘“é micht n-mc t.vse dut “nihil de mortibus nisi bonum". The lick of : 
single «nd intellizcnt rims mcs pro ress impossible. 
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Nov comes anothir picture. Ticlve years 1-tcr 1954 there a: another 
rcoorganis:tion. this time ~t Montre’l where seversl librari>ns from tne Maritimes 
werc attending the 2. L. a. Confserance. Thirtcecn mumbers were onrollcd. with 
tirs. John Stenfield the nev President. Memory points out pcrhcps irrslevantly 
th:t while we discussed our plins thoere aross « violsnt thunderstorm there tis 
¢ crash of c rs on the strect outsids, “ud “s ood omen th..c ¥-s & wedding 
in thc church opposite our place of mccting. 


Trouble awaited us on our return. Our chicf officcr, who asd refuscd to be 
oresent, decl:red our proccedings illzg=l, -I belisv. “bogus” wae tac word used- 
end for = time two Maritime Librsry szssociatioas wore nnnouncing themselves in 
the newsppcrs. The one thet survives tod:y d*tcs from “tht fomle g.thering 
st Montreal." However from that time we h-ve made stssdy progress, scve for 2 | 
littls hslting during the worst of the wir yo'rs. a 
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This pepuer is already too long, but cnother picturc Momory bids me show. the 
mecting of tho M. L. 1. in Mount .llison Livr-ry in l3cb when thc body dccided th t 
it wes able and re-dy to issuc =: monthly Bulletin. The mimcogr nhod little paper 

h:s apps. red regul-rly cvcr since, first under the cditorship of the writer ad since 
1244 under th:.t of Miss Dorothy Cullen. 


Memory bids the *rcsidcnts p-se in st-tely proccssion: #. J. biy W. C. 
Milner Mrs. John Stanfield. Estelle MW. .. Voughon HR. B. Chandler Winifrca ~naidor 
Merion Golroy Mrs. Mearjoric Thompson. nother frees, ». charming oac, looks in 
upon us, the keen, dclic: te f-ce of Nors B.t son, whose vigorous effort mnt so 
much in our progross. .md now other faces crovd, I cxnnot n me them 11, but wo 
me¥ not forget those ho cre no longer vith us. -Hsrry Picrs. Bugenic urchibald. 
Mary Catherine M-cDonald. Mcrcdith “Jhite. 


NES .ND PSRSON:.i 


Mise Moirica Gilroy, Jor the past yor ad 2. holf, Sccrctiry of tho Nov. Scoti- 
Region:1 Librerics Commission, left rcocesntly to b cone Supsrvisior of Regionsl 
Libraries for ths Provincs of Seskatchew:n. Enroute she sttendcd a meeting of the 
Cen°dien Libr:r> Council in Toronto. “hile we lem-nt Miss Gilroy's departure, %c 
wish her every succcss in hcr nev work. 


Mise Margsret Gill, Libdrerica of the i’ tion: 1 Research Council, Ottzwe, is one 
of the Consdian delegation to the confcrence in Paris, this month of UNESCO. She 
vill lenve from Halifax Novembcr 10. 


The m-rri°~e of Frences Louise, dxughtcr of Rov. George W. Tillscy ond Mrs 
Tilley of H:rcourt, N. B. to Thomas Mackcnzic Lothien, son of Mr. and Mrs. Don-ld 
oe DOthirn. Kirkland L°ks. Ont. t:ok pliacc in czugust <t the brido's home. The 
bridc formerly held positions in Mt. -llison Memori.1 Libr:ry cond in the Saint 
John Free Public Library. Ths groom is : gr-duste of Queen's University .nd is 
Froféssor of Biology :t Mt. sllison University. 


Miss Ellen “Vebster, who w:.s for three yo:rs with the Can-din Legion War 
Services Library. Halifex is ~ttending D-ihousic University in the l-st ye-r of 
her arts coursc. The nsw libreri-n at the C.n-di-n LegionLior:ry is Mrs. Elsecnor 
Laughton, 2 zr duxte of the Universit, of Toronto, tho worked .s -n undsrer ducts 
in the libr-ry of YVictori«- Collesze. 


Mr. Will R. Bird of anherst wrs the spe-kscr «t the October msvetiig of the 
Hr lifax Library Club. His topic w-s "Old Re ding Socisties in Nov Scotix.” 
Mr. Bird outlined the cctivities of socicti_.s in vsiriouse p-rts of the Provincein the 
first qarter of the 19th century. telling how most of them quickly exh.usted their 
re-ding resources -nd turned into dco: ting, study .nd tcmpersncs clubs. He 
illustrated how his dslving into old papers ..1d letters gives him m-terinl for his 
storics by describing the diary of « sixtceon yecr old girl on which wes discd 
the story " Relscse for 'Lizboth" in his new book "Sunrise for Potsr". 


. Library Handbook for studcnts has becn issued this your by D-lhousice Univ. 

It is = pocket-sized orinted booklet of thirtccn p.ges, which describes the 
different librerics of the University ind in onrticul-r the MxcDon:.1d Memorial 
Librory. It explains the use of the card cit loguc «nd the procedure for setting 
books from ths Rerzding Room or from the st cks for usc in the libr-ry or -t home. 
It mentions the Readcrs'* Guide es the key to pcriodic:l metsri:1, and the Book 
Club whore the best new books cre ivail:blce. At the last the libr-ry's rules for 
borrowing books zre summ rized. 
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Miss Dorothy Cullen h-s been granted lo ve-of--bscnce from thc P. E. I. Librsrics 
to comolete the work for .n i.rts Degree at Delhousie Univ. Miss Msry Douchoc,3.u.. 
of Cardig:n, P. BE I. hes been rppointed to the librory et.ff. 























HOW TO BE .. MODSL LIBR.RI.N 
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( Excervts from "Patrons are People” prep: red by the Minneapolis Public 
Library Steff, published by the ..L.:.. Reprinted by permission) 


‘then the vatron declares, "That book is alwcsys out,” there ie no use arguing 
with him. The Model Librzrian never telis him she ssw it on the shelf last 
week with her own eyes---In some cases she can ask if some othér book vill do, 
perheps suggestins a title...Now and then petrons declere, "There zre never 
an’ good books in". or, “Doesn't this Librery ever g:t any new vooks?" The 
Model Libr .ricn does not lose any sleep over these. She sympathizee with the 
patron and knows that these outbursts =re born of the moment's exasperation, 
just as she declared last week, “ There isn’t a decent dress on Nicollet «venue, 
not one th t I'd be causht dead in.” 


The Model Librarian néver maintains th t shu is right. Shs does not svcn 
maintein thet the Libr: ry is alveys risht. The Patroa insists th.t hs r-turned 
ths book. He gives you the exact hour, he tells you whet tie he had on, ond 
describes the giri who took his book. Docs the iiodeél Librarian pound the desk 
and s.y “" The Librery records must ds right." wh: docs not. That's why she is 
successful and has potrons following her around like svooncrs after crooners. 
She says, “ Our records cll zgree, but, of courss, ¥3 could be wrong." The 
Guardicn «.m-el of Librarizns mors often then not, will see to it that she is 
right, =nd then she cin sraciously accept the apologiés of a humbled and villing 
patron instead of forcing «& grudging accent:nce of her victory on an embittcred 
enemy. 


"end *hen I ¥-lsed in, there wer: three of tnaom standing talking -t the desk" 
compl:ins the borro¥er. How was hs to knov th.t the "Three of them” vsre holding 
solemn concl: ve ss to whethcr a book should go into the 3555's or ths 2740's. 
The borrov.r bes no Wey of telling whether tae conversation «t the desk ig _:bout 
subject he-dings or the new Spring styles. The Model Libr-ri-n reali*es this 
and m:kcs ou effort to hold all sconferonces in the office or when no pztron is 
in sight. ..The Model Librzrian does not chatter she is not noisy, she doce not 
enther in grgups. Still shc believes in a librcery that is alive. Funeréal 
whispers and gumshoe tre.d are not for her. Shs trics to prcessrve <n atmosph-re 
somewhere between 2 c:thedral and = night club. 


"How" asks one assistant do you got ~ oxtron to give his last nome for a 


call slip without making him think you went his telephone number ‘nd « picture 

to stick in your mirror?" the Model Libr-rian rdmits it is hard* .fter 

long yeurs of prusiug vith poised pencil over the slip «na asking " ind wh t is 
your lest nime, please?” only to be answered by an indign nt glare <nd a trucaicnt 
"Thy?" she has settled on another procedure. 


















She hes found it more accepteble to h.nd the slips to the petron, saying, 
"\411 you plcosss put your last n-me on thesc? It serves to identify your 
pooks «when they cons to the dck." | 


The Modél Libr ri-n does not overload = patron. If he dossn't want to 
t:uke 2a book, the Model Libr: rien doesn’t urg: hin. She knows it is Dett _r 
for him to go out ensty-handcd tod y and come bck later, «ftir he hes 
peinted his porch -nd finish.d@ his course in Russian, than it is for hin to 
go out with e book he does not want. "I took it just to shut hcr up”, he 
tolls his vifc. “bon 2 patron concs, in the Model Libr«rien offers her help 
but docs not press it. She lesvcs him free to shop xbout the shelves if ho 
desires, just the way she likes to poke :round thc dress racks it « sale 
without fesling thet the store detective is witching to ses if she slips a 
$12.95 bergain up her slc-cve. 








Maritime Librer 4esociction 
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Qulific. tions 
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Moabvsrsnip 





any person cag ged in libr ry xork, is agu-lificd to join the 
Moritincs Librsry .ssociatioi. Tho those working in other educ.tional 
ficlas, ne «ho are interested in thc extension of libr=ry services 
throughout the Maritimes, sn invit tion is extencdca to become members 
of the associstion. 


The annul feel is $1.00, end e :h mam‘er will receive - {uarterly 
Bulletin, which discusses librory.activitics in the Maritimes. 


The fee is payndle in Janusry to the Secretary, Miss Evelyn if. S:mpbdcll, 
Provincir.l Science Librery, Provinci:i Muscum, Hulifiocx, Nove Scotice | 

















